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// ((INTERVIEW WITH DENOCRATIC CONVERGENCE LEADER RUBEN ZANORA BY
ALESSANDRO OPPES; DATE, PALCE NOT GIVEN))

((EXCERPT)) ROXE == ((INTRODUCTORY PASSAGE ONITTED))

((OPPES)) THE FARABUNDO XARTI NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT ((FXLN))
HAS DESCRIBED THE ARREST OF FIVE SOLDIERS ACCUSED OF CONMNITTING THE
NASSACRE ((OF SIX JESUIT PRIESTS -- F318)) AS "2 NANIPULATED COVER
OPERATION."™ BASICALLY CRISTIANI IS ALLEGED TO HAVE DECIDED TO
PUNISH A NUMBER OF LOW=RANKING OFFICERE IN ORDER T0 CLOSE THE CASE
A8 QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE AND TO END INTERNATIONAL PREBSURES. WHAT I8
YOUR OPINION IN THIS REGARD?

((ZANORA)) THE FACT THAT PRESIDENT CRISTIANI ACKNOWLEDGES THAT
NENBEIRS OF THE ARNY WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE XASSACRE 18 A FIRST
STEP AND DEFINITELY A GOOD THING, BUT IT I8 ENTIRELY INSUFFICIENT
UNLESS THE SUBSEQUENT STEPS ARE ALSO TAXEN. TFIRST, TO IDENTIFY WHO
THE RESPONSIBLE PARTIES WERE: THIS I8 THE FIRST INPORTANT POINT,
BECAUSE NORBODY CAN FEEL SATISFIED IF ONLY LOW=-RANKING OFFICERS ARE
IDENTIFIED. BSUCH AN ACT CAN ONLY HAVE BEEN ORDERED BY HIGH-RANKING
OFFICERE. WE KUST NOT FORGET THE XURDER OF MONSIGNOR ROXERO, FOR
WHICH THERE WERE NO SENTENCES AND NO TRIALS.

" ((OPPES)) HOWEVER, THE ARMED YORCES HIGH COXKNAND INNEDIATELY
DENIED INVOLVEKENT IN THE OPERATION, BTATING THAT IT WAS AN
IBOLATED ACTION "DIVORCED FRON ANY INSTITUTIONAL POLICY."

((ZAMORA)) I BELIEVE THIS I8 ENTIREILY WRONGs THE XURDER OF THE
JESUIT PATHERS CANNOT BE CONSIDERED AN ISOLATED ACTION. OVER 7,000
PEOPLE HAVE DIED IN EL SALVADOR DURING 10 YEARS OF CIVIL WAR, AND
S0 PERCENT OF THEX WERE CIVILIANS. POLITICAL ASSASBINATION BY THE
GOVERNMENT FORCES I8 A CONSTANT PRACTICE. PURTHERNORE TORTURE IS
REGULARLY PRACTISED IN EL SALVADOR. THE ARNY HIGH COXXKAND CANNOT
FAIL TO KNOW THIS. THEY CANNOT CLAIN TO BE INNOCENT, BECAUSE THEY
HAVE THE GREATEST RESPONSIBILITIES FOR HUXAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

((OPPES)) YET LABT XONTH THI SUNNIT OF CENTRAL AXERICAN HEADS
OF STATE IN 8AN JOSE ENDED WITH A SUCCEAS FOR PRESIDENT CRISTIANI,
WHO SECURED AN EXPLICIT CONDEXNATION OF THI OFFENSIVE LAUNCHED BY
THE GUERRILLAS IN NOVENRER, WHEREAS NO SPECIFIC CHARGES WERE
LEVELED AT THE GOVERNKENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

((ZAMORA)) THERE I8 A POSITIVE PACTOR THAT SHOULD AE BORNE IN
XIND, NANELY, THE CALL PRON THE FIVE PRESIDENTS FOR A RESUNPTION OF

- TRE DIALOGUE IN EL SALVADOR AND THE APPEAL TO THE UN SECRETARY
GENERAL TO CARRY OUT MEDIATION TO THIS END. BUT IN THE SUNXIT'S
FINAL DOCUXENT IT IS8 THE FMLN AND THE NICARAGUAN CONTRAS WHO PAY
THE PRICE FOR THE AGREENINT ANONG THE PRESIDENTS: THESE ARE
DIPLONATIC GAXES THAT DO NOT FACILITATE THE RESTORATION OF PEACE IN
CENTRAL ANERICA.

((OPPES)) WHAT PATHE CAN BE TAKEN NOW TO ADVANCE THE
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NEGOTIATIONS?

((ZAXORA)) NEGOTIATIONS ARE RECONING INCREASINGLY NECESSARY.
THE QUERRILLA OFFENSIVE SHOWS THAT THE FNLN 15 A STRONG XILITARY
FORCE, BUT ALSO THAT A REVOLUTIONARY ATTITUDE DOES NOT EXIST AMONG
THE KASBES. IT ALSO BHOWS THAT THE GOVERNNENT ARNY, AFTER 10 YEARS
OF U.5. TRAINING, IS5 AN ARKY WHOSE MILITARY STANCE 18 DETENSIVE,
NOT OFFENSIVE (WHICH I8 THE KEY TO U.S. NILITARY STRATEGY.) WHILE
THIS ALL S8HOWS THAT THERE CAN ONLY BE A NEGOTIATED SOLUTION TO THE
CRISIS, IT 18 ALSO TRUE THAT PRECISELY FPOLLOWING THE GUERRILLA
OFFENSIVE (AND THIS 18 THE PARADOX) THE ARNY STIFFENED ITS STANCE
AGAINST NEGOTIATIONS. I BELIEVE THAT BOONER OR LATER CONNON SENSE
WILL PREVAIL AND IT WILL BIT DOWN AT THE NEGOTIATING TABLE. AT THE
END OF NOVENBER THE U.8. SECRETARY OF STATE'S ASSISTANT FOR LATIN
ANERICA SPOKE OFFICIALLY FOR THE FIRST TIXE ABOUT THE NEED FOR
NEGOTIATIONS TO RESOLVE THE CRISIS IN EL SALVADOR: THIS IS AN
INPORTANT 81GN OF4A CHANGING SITUATION.
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